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FROM THE 

PRESIDENT'S DESK
DR .  EMMANUEL  OSEI

Dear Friends,
 
Greetings in the precious name of our
soon coming King.
 
The 31st of October is not a date that
Seventh-day Adventists generally get
excited about. In fact, I'm sure there are
many of us who have every intention of
dimming the lights and ignoring the
doorbell if 'Trick-or-Treaters' come
calling this evening. 
 
While our neighbours may relish the
opportunity to dress up and carve
pumpkins; for many of us, Halloween is a
festival shrouded in darkness and steeped
in Paganism and the occult. It seems
easiest to dismiss the whole thing and
pretend it's not happening; but perhaps
there are ways for Adventists to shine a
bright light into the gloom this Halloween. 
 
After all, what better opportunity will we
have to connect with our neighbours this
year? How often do they come knocking
on our doors, and ask us to share with
them? Halloween could present a valuable
opportunity to meet and greet the people
around us; offering a starting point for
building genuine relationships within our
communities. Not merely to make our
neighbours an evangelistic 'project,' but to
actually get to know them, love them and
serve them as Christ calls us to.
 
Of course, Adventists are not the only
people averse to some of the traditions 
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SEC Communication & Media
60 SEC News this week covers a youth day,
a Home Education conference, and church
efforts to assist victims of Hurricane Dorian:
 
SEC COMMUNICATOR Magazine Issue#12
offers reflections on the recent SEC Session.
Copies were distributed to Pastors last
month; and it can be viewed online at:
 

associated with Halloween. I know a number
of Adventist churches will be responding to
the needs of their communities by offering
uplifting alternative events for children,
families or elderly community members who
feel more vulnerable at this time of year, and
appreciate the security of being with others.
 
God invites us to act as salt and light in our
communities every day of the year. So, I
invite you to prayerfully consider how God
may be leading you to share the light of His
love with those around you today.
 
Week of Prayer 2019
2-9 November
The theme for this year's Week of Prayer is
“Faithful to His Prophets,” and throughout
the week we will consider several important
questions regarding the remarkable gift of
prophecy, including “Why did God send
prophets?” “What moved prophets to deliver
their messages?” “What are the marks of a
true prophet?” “How should we interpret
the prophetic word?” and more.
I encourage you to set aside time each day
to study and pray during this special Week
of Prayer. I am certain that the Lord will
abundantly bless as we come together as a
world church family, focusing on
faithfulness to His prophets in anticipation
of Christ’s soon return.
A copy of the readings for adults and
children is attached. Additional articles and
resources are available on the Adventist
World website:
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Newbold College 
Preaching Appointments Now Available 
Dr Ivan Milanov is the Head of the
Department of Theological Studies at
Newbold College. He is now accepting
preaching and teaching appointments for
Sabbath morning and afternoon services in
2020. He particularly wishes to visit
churches with young vibrant people and
active church members of older age who
might consider pastoral ministry as their
future. His speciality is the book of Daniel,
but he can preach on many subjects and
teach on anything from the Hebrew Bible
(Old Testament). He is also available for
weekend evangelistic campaigns. Please
contact Dr Milanov as soon as possible on
imilanov@newbold.ac.uk; noting that
booking preference will be given to
churches with members who would like to
prepare themselves for ministry. 
Diversity Lecture: Tuesday 5 November 
Newbold College welcomes Professor
Anthony G. Reddie, who will share his
insights into the theological challenge
presented by the coming post-Brexit era.
Lecture Title: Theologising Brexit: Anti-
blackness and Christian Mission - A
Liberationist and Postcolonial Critique
Venue & Time: Salisbury Hall, (Main Hall),
Newbold College, RG42 4AN at 19.30.
About the Speaker: Anthony G. Reddie is an
Extraordinary Professor of Theological
Ethics at the University of South Africa and
a Fellow of Wesley House, in Cambridge,
UK. He has written over 70 essays and
articles on Christian education and Black
theology and authored/edited 18 books. He
is also editor of Black Theology: An
International Journal, the only academic
periodical of its kind in the world.
 
BUC Evangelism, Discipleship & Mission
Summit
Going Bigger: 8-10 November
There is just one week left to secure your
place at this educational summit featuring
ministry specialists from the British Union,
Trans-European Division and General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. For
more information please contact Kerrine
Guthrie on kerrineguthrie@adventist.uk or 
01923 67 22 51; or visit:
 
 
 

SEC Community Services
Advent Shelter: 
22 December 2019 – 2 January 2020
Please promote the Advent Shelter project
in your church; and encourage those who
are willing and able to put their gifts and
skills to good use this festive season to
volunteer using the link below:
 
Funding for Winter Shelter Projects
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and
Local Government are providing up to
£1million in funding to charitable
organisations helping rough sleepers to get
off the streets this winter (1st December
2019 to 31st March 2020). 
If your church will be running its own
winter shelter program this year; please
consider nominating a grant writer from
your church to take the lead in applying for
funding. The website below offers guidance
on the criteria they are looking for, so
follow their instructions closely:
 
 
 
Tackling Loneliness
Loneliness has become a major problem in
the UK; and people can feel particularly
isolated during the winter months. The
government recently appointed a Minister
of Loneliness. How can our local churches
respond to this growing problem? Here are
a few resources that you may find useful: 
The Loneliness Lab:
 
The Samaritans:
 
 
 
The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan:
 
 
 
Prayer Focus
Please join the SEC prayer line every day
between 6am and 7am on 0330 9981259;
access code 355114#.
 
Warmest regards,
 
 
 
Dr Emmanuel Osei
President
South England Conference

SEC Prayer Ministries
Prayer Coordinators’ Meeting:
Sabbath 30 November (10am-4pm)
Church and Area prayer coordinators are
invited to a prayer meeting and planning
review day, at Stanborough Secondary
School.  Please find details attached;
register your prayer team with Ligia Buzac
on 01923 232728 before 15 November 2019.
 
SEC Women's Ministries
Victorious Women Gala Dinner:
Sunday 8 December
A gala dinner at the Hilton London, Canary
Wharf, specifically for widowed, divorced,
single mothers and single women. Please
visit the SEC website for more information,
or contact Jacqueline Otokpa on 07903 619
034 or jotokpa@secadventist.org.uk:
 
 
 
Safe to Date: Sunday 8 December
Join this AQA award registered course to
learn about establishing healthy
relationships and recognising and avoiding
domestic abuse. Please contact Ligia Buzac
for further details or to register, on 01923
23 27 28 or lbuzac@secadventist.org.uk.
 
SEC Teens' Ministries
SEC Teens Day of Fellowship: 
Sabbath 14 December
Teenagers from across the conference are
invited to the Emmanuel Centre in
Westminster for a special day of worship
and fellowship. Although the event is free,
places are strictly limited to 1,000, and
entry is by ticket only. Please contact
Alberto Francis for further information on
afrancis@secadventist.org.uk or 01923 23 27
28; or visit the SEC Teens website:
 
 
 
Final Call Productions
Theatre Production: And There Was War 
Sabbath 14 December
The spectacular Christian stage play, based
on Revelation 12:7, is back at The Broadway
Theatre in Catford, South London, after a 2-
year break. Please find a poster attached.
For more information contact Danielle
Wong at fcpd.wong@gmail.com or visit:
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