Leading a Person to Christ
Terry Messenger
Introduction


The purpose of giving Bible studies, preaching sermons and teaching baptism classes is to lead people to make decisions for Christ and church membership
The Bible and Decisions

Today, if you hear his voice, 
      do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion. Heb 3:15

"In the time of my favour I heard you, 
      and in the day of salvation I helped you.“I tell you, now is the time of God's favour, now is the day of salvation.  2 Cor 6:2

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.  Josh 24:15
EGW and Decisions


Many are convicted of sin, and feel their need of a sin-pardoning Saviour…If words are not spoken at the right moment, calling for a decision from the weight of evidence presented, the convicted one passes on without identifying themselves with Christ, the golden opportunity passes, and they have not yielded, and they go farther away from the truth.  Ev 283 (emphasis mine)
A Science


Helping people decide to accept that which they have been studying and then to act upon it is not easy.  We are striving to help people decide something which is out of step with society, is unpopular and  demands sacrifice.  It is a science and a vital part of soul-winning
Qualifications

1. Know Christ


2. Lead a Christ like life


3. Student of Scripture


4. Pray


5. Obedience to God’s will

Starting Spiritual Conversations

Direct Method

Indirect Method

Invitational
The Prepared Testimony

Why your story is important:

Holds interest

Easily relate to

Difficult to argue with

Procedure

Write it out
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Give brief description of life before being a Christian

Describe how you came to faith

Describe experience now
Do not:

let it be long

dwell too long on previous experience

use technical language
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The Gospel Presentation

GOD – Loving; Holy; Just

US – Sinful; helpless; death

CHRIST – God/man; Substitute; Forgiveness

YOU & I – Must Respond
God
God is Love  1 John 4:8

Us
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.    Rom 3:23

Christ
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
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You & I


Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.  Revelation 3:20
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Asking for a Decision
Erroneous Ideas re: Decisions

1. “My business is to present the truth, and let the hearers take it or leave it.”


2. “My business is to sound the warning, and then shake the dust off my feet as a testimony against them!”


3. “The matter of decisions is largely a matter of chance, and there is little we can do about it.”

Present Jesus


The acceptance of Jesus as a personal Saviour is essential to all other major decisions.  Avoid presenting the church or yourself as calling for a decision

Make it Clear

Do you understand this topic?

Is the meaning of this text clear in your mind?

Do you have any further questions?

Making Appeals
Do not present three or four new topics at the same time

Spend time with people to clear up any questions

Make regular systematic appeals for small decisions as the studies progress
Making Direct Appeals

“The secret of our success and power as a people advocating advanced truth will be found in making direct, personal appeals to those who are interested, having unwavering reliance on the Most high.”  RH Aug 10 1892
Time Sequence for Decisions
Ask for a decision on the material presented at the end of every study

Encourage the student to put into practice each new duty as it unfolds

Do not ask for a major decision until the student has sufficient information
Powerful Decision Questions
Have you come to a place where you are ready to accept Jesus into your life?

Do you feel that the Lord is asking you to observe the seventh-day Sabbath?

What is preventing you from becoming a Seventh-day Adventist?
Expect a Favourable Decision
Determine the specific obstacles to a decision

Clear away the obstacles

Ask the right questions at the right time

Ask for a decision directly
Principles

1. Be agreeable


2. Be alert


3. Be direct


4. Be kind


5. Be courteous


6. Never argue


7. Meet objections with Scripture


8. Use stories
Use Scripture

“One sentence of Scripture is of more value than ten thousand of man’s ideas or arguments.”  T7 71


“Be very careful how you handle the Word, because that Word is to make the decision with the people.  Let the word cut and not your words.”  Ev 300
Decision Helps
Show that this is a life and death matter

Picture the love of God

Show the danger of delay

Stress their influence on those around them

Point out only 2 classes of people

Emphasize that Christ is our example

Assure them of God’s care and interest

Decision Helps

Emphasize the need for Christ’s approval

Relate your own experiences

Vividly portray the final triumph of God’s people

Stress that it takes courage to be a Christian

Inquire, “Where are you planning to spend eternity?”
The Will

The will is the master key of decision.  Because God has given human beings free will, it must be awakened and used in order for them to make a decision
Questions Showing Conviction
Would I have to stop doing…?

What if my husband wouldn’t let me tithe?

What if I can’t get Sabbaths off?

What would my neighbours or family say?

Assess Readiness

Have you come to the point of trusting Christ?

Where would you say you are right now?

Are you ready to ask God for His forgiveness and leadership?

Pray With Them

Ask for God’s forgiveness

Ask for God’s leadership

Give thanks

Celebrate commitment

