Motivating Members to Witness
Terry Messenger

The New Testament Church

Why did the church grow so fast?  It was because everyone was involved in witnessing

Unity of Effort


“The work of God in this earth can never be finished until the men and women comprising our church membership rally to the work, and unite their efforts with those of ministers and church officers.”  GW 352

Why are People not Involved?

Lack of self-confidence

Unrecognized potential

Have never been asked

No training

Limited understanding of role

No motivation

Theology of Involvement


Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.


Matt 28:19,20

The Church Is Mission


The Church, as the body of Christ, has the same purpose as Christ.  The concern of Christ must be the concern of his church

Fulfilling the Commission


“The very life of the church depends upon her faithfulness in fulfilling the Lord’s commission.”  DA 825

Myth

The idea that the clergy is spiritually strong, has a spiritual calling and special rewards, while the laity is spiritually weak is prevalent.  This division is not biblical.  It comes from medieval Europe and the attempts by the clergy to dominate the populace

Wrong concepts


“There are two types of Christians, clergy and laity.”  Gratian 1160AD


“There are two kinds of people: one lower and one higher.”  Stephen of Tournai 1203

Protestant Protest


During the reformation, Martin Luther and other reformers took a different position, a view called “the priesthood of all believers.”  God wants to accomplish his work through the laity and does not have different kinds of people

The laos


The English word “laity” comes from the Greek word “laos” which simply means “people” and refers to the people of God in general, not to a group distinct from the clergy.  See 2 Cor 6:16; 1 Peter 2:9,10

The Kleros


The origin of the word clergy refers to those who share in the inheritance of God’s redemption, not a group in the church distinct from the laity.  See Acts 26:18; Col 1:11,12

The role of Spiritual Gifts


Believers have differing functions and gifts.  Every Christian is gifted for some ministry; therefore all believers are ministers.  See 1 Cor 12:4-8

The role of Pastors & Teachers


The first task of ministers is to equip, teach, and strengthen the laity to carry on its ministry in the world.  See Eph 4:11,12

Too much sermonizing


“The people have had too much sermonizing; but have they been taught to labor for those for whom Christ died?”  T7 19

Why Training?


“Many would be willing to work if they were taught how to begin…Every church should be a training school for Christian workers…”  MH 148

Problems of Inactivity


 Inactivity breeds church problems, criticism, and a variety of other problems.

“When the churches are left to inactivity Satan sees to it that they are employed.  He occupies the field, and engages the members in lines of work that absorb their energies, destroy spirituality, and cause them to fall as dead weights upon the church.”  T6 425

Motivating Factors


“No sooner is one converted than there is born within him a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus.  The saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart.”  DA 141

Witnessing is a biblical command. Matt28:19,20
The Lord calls His followers

Witnessing is the heart’s response to love

Witnessing brings joy to the heart of God

Witnessing strengthens spiritual life

The church is the body of Christ

Witnessing is related to the second advent

Witnessing brings glory to God

Recognition and credit to lay members

