BIBLE STUDY

THE GOAL

What is the purpose of being a Christian and where does God want us to be?

Read Romans 8:28-39

What do you think is the ultimate goal of a Christian?  2 Peter 1:3,4
What is God's desire for us?  Romans 8:29; Ephesians 1:4-12

Why does He want us to be like Him?  John 3:16

How does this happen?  2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 3:21



HE DOES IT!

What is our role in this process?  John 15:5

How does God achieve this aim?  Romans 8:28

What obstacles are there to prevent God's purpose?  Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23
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WHAT IS A DISCIPLE?

Does God want everyone to be a disciple?  Matthew 28:19,20

How would you define a disciple?

What is involved in being a disciple?  Matthew 16:24; Luke 14:26 (Matthew 10:37-39)

How much should we be willing to give up in order to be a follower of Christ?  Luke 14:33

In the Bible the rich young ruler could not do this:  Matthew 19:16-30

What else do true disciples do?  John 8:31

What is seen in the lives of God's followers?  John 15:8; Galatians 5:22,23

Do I want to be a disciple and have I got what it takes?  Luke 14:25-33
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NO TURNING BACK
Was the judgment on Lot's wife harsh?  Genesis 19:12-26

Luke 9:51-62  What was the problem with these people?

What things in life could cause us to turn back?  people, discouragement, wrong choices etc...

How can we ensure that Jesus remains first in our lives?  - CHOOSE

Matthew 6:33; Joshua 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21  

How can we stay on course?  Hebrews 10:36; James 5:7; John 16:33 - PERSEVERE!

e.g. Thomas Edison and the invention of the lightbulb

WE ARE ON THE WINNING SIDE - WE KNOW THE ENDING!
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THE CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE
What did Jesus liken His disciples to?  Matthew 5:13

Why are disciples like salt?  




- preservative




- flavour




- creates thirst




- cleansing agent

What good is a Christian without this saltiness?  Luke 14:34,35

What can cause our saltiness to diminish?  John 15:5

What is the Christian's most joyful activity?  Luke 15:1-10

What else does Jesus say we are like?  Matthew 5:14-16
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FORGIVEN!

One of the greatest discoveries we can make in living a successful Christian life is this:  God's power will flow into our lives when we learn how to confess our sins immediately and claim from Him His complete forgiveness.
Does God want to forgive us?  Micah 7:18

What if we try and hide our sins?  Proverbs 28:13

When does God forgive us?  1 John 1:9

Who can we appeal to when we sin?  1 John 2:1

Through whom does forgiveness come?  Ephesians 1:7; Acts 5:31;13:38

Will our record of sins stand against us?  Psalm 130:3,4

What will become of our sins when we confess?  Isaiah 1:18,19;43:25

What is one of the conditions of forgiveness?  Matthew 6:14

What does it take to be completely pardoned?  Isaiah 55:7
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LITTLE THINGS
The story is told of a great French financier who got his start in life by picking up a pin!  As a boy, he applied to a bank for a position and was refused.  On the way out he stopped to pick up a pin, and as the bank manager spotted this he called him back and offered him the job.  The bank manager was able to recognize that here was a boy who could handle details, and he rose to become a leading financier.

What instruction does Peter give us?  1 Peter 4:10

In view of what Christ has shown us, how should we live?  1 Corinthians 4:1,2

What should be the overiding principle of life?  Matthew 6:33

What parable illustrates the importance of the way we handle the small details of life?  Luke 16:1-13

Why was the Master angry with the third servant?  Matthew 25:14-30

What was said of Daniel?  Daniel 6:4

How was Joseph regarded by his master?  Genesis 39:6

What happens to those who are faithful?  Nehemiah 7:2; Luke 19:17

What is the ultimate reward?  Revelation 2:10

Another boy applied for a position in a store, and when asked to write a specimen letter, misspelled the word "Tuesday".  They decided that the boy would not be able to handle details, and so he wasn't offered the job.  The truth is that we reveal ourselves in the little things of life - the way we write a letter, or pick something up from the floor - for our characters are shaped by the sum total of the little things we find ourselves doing day by day.
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THE CHARACTER OF GOD
There is much misunderstanding in the world today about God and what He is like.  Some see Him as a vindictive tyrant enjoying watching the suffering of humanity.  On the other hand some see Him as a soft grandfather figure who will eventually save and take everybody to heaven.  Only the Bible can tell us what He is really like.

How does the Bible describe God's basic character?  1 John 4:8

How is love described?  1 Corinthians 13:4-7

How has God shown His love?  John 3:16; Romans 5:8

In which parable was the love of God graphically displayed?  Luke 15:11-24

How close does God want to be with us?  John 15:15

How long does God's love last?  Jeremiah 31:3

Does God's love fail or let us down?  Psalm 36:7

How generous is God's love?  1 John 3:1

Does God promise to stay with us in times of trouble?  Isaiah 41:10,13

Will God ever abandon His children?  Hebrews 13:5

If God is love, why are some not going to be in God's new kingdom?  Joshua 24:15

Does God take pleasure in the destruction of the wicked?  Ezekiel 18:30-32

God loves His people supremely and it is His desire for everyone to be saved. (2 Peter 3:9).  Sometimes God had to deal harshly with His people in order to wake them up from the path of destruction - but all his motives and actions are based on love.  In the final analysis, those who are lost would wish it no other way as they would hate the atmosphere of heaven, so God in mercy leaves them to their choice.  If we misunderstand the character of God then it will blight our whole Christian experience as it is hard to put our trust in someone we don't understand.  BUT PRAISE GOD - HE LOVES US!
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DISCOVERING TRUTH

When we come to believe that the Bible is the Word of God and that it reveals to us the only way of salvation, what is the best way to read it so that we can actually know the truth?

With what frame of mind should we study the Bible?  Matthew 11:25

How intense should be our search for truth?  Jeremiah 29:13

How does the Holy Spirit help us in our search for truth?  John 16:13

Can we find the truth by simply reading one text on a given subject?  Isaiah 28:9,10

What should we be clear about regarding the Bible?  2 Peter 1:21; John 17:17

If we choose to do God's will, how does this help us in our quest for truth?  John 7:17

Should we be willing to give up our wrong practices?  Proverbs 14:12

What happens if we do not read and obey our Bibles as we should?   Proverbs 19:27

Who are we seeking as we study and where does it lead us?  John 14:6

We cannot go wrong in our quest for truth if we believe that the Bible is absolutely true and that we should obey its teachings.  As we study we are led closer and closer to Jesus who is the truth, the way and the life - are we willing to seek truth with all our hearts?
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FAITH

Many people state that the only way they would believe God exists is to see Him face to face.  They often ask believers to prove that he exists.  Such a proposition is impossible because God has chosen to save us through faith - faith in His Son Jesus Christ.

What is faith?  Hebrews 11:1

Can we please God without faith?  Hebrews 11:6

What is God's only way of salvation?  Ephesians 2:8

How do we obtain faith?  Romans 12:3

Where do we look to obtain this faith?  Romans 10:17

How should we hear God's message?  Hebrews 4:2

What happens as we exercise our faith?  Matthew 11:22-24

How else is faith described?  1 John 5:14 - confidence in God

Can faith be seen in a person's life?  Luke 5:17-20

What if it cannot be seen?  James 2:17

Do we obey God if we have true faith?  Romans 1:5

How powerful is faith?  Matthew 17:20

As faith grows, what happens to our life?  Galatians 2:20

What is the best way of overcoming problems in this world?  1 John 5:4

What is the end result? Hebrews 6:12
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GUIDANCE WHEN MAKING DECISIONS
As Christians we want to follow Jesus and do His will.  But how do we know what God's will is in certain situations?  Thankfully the Bible is not silent on this topic.

Will God give us wisdom if we ask?  James 1:5

What will hinder us from knowing God's will?  Psalm 66:18

What is a wrong attitude in this?  James 4:3

What is God's promise?  Psalm 32:8; Isaiah 58:11

Should our decisions be in line with what the Bible teaches?  Psalm 119:10,11,105,133

Is it wise to seek counsel from other Christians?  Proverbs 11:14

What is another help in knowing God's will?  Ecclesiastes 8:5

Look for providences - divinely ordained circumstances which indicate the way you should go.  These providences are like signposts helping us in the process of the decision.  They do not take the place of God's word, sound judgment or common sense, but they assist us in the decision making process.

We should listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit  Isaiah 30:21

When you have earnestly prayed about a decision, have consulted God's word. thought carefully about it, sought counsel and watched for providential leadings, make the wisest decision possible believing God Himself is leading you.
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HANDLING TEMPTATIONS

Temptations in the spiritual world are those things that come upon us to try to separate us from God and to go our own way.  They usually try to get us to make a choice that will break God's law and get us to trust in ourselves rather than God.  If we succumb to temptation and remain in that state we forfeit eternal life.

Where do temptations come from?  James 1:12-15

Who incites us to sin?  Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5

Can Satan force us to fall?  Genesis 3:1-6

Are some temptations so overbearing that it is impossible not to sin?  1 Corinthians 10:13

Is it therefore possible to choose not to sin in all situations?  Romans 6:13; Ephesians 6:13

Are there biblical examples of people refusing to give in to temptation?  Genesis 39:6-10;  Matthew 4:1-11

What is the secret of resisting temptation?  Hebrews 4:15,16; 1 John 5:4

What practical methods do we need to take?  Matthew 26:41; James 4:7,8; Philippians 4:7,8
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LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS

A disciple of Christ must learn the secret of trusting God as quickly as possible.  Whatever load we have to carry for God must always be balanced by the power and strength of Jesus Christ Himself.  We must learn, in our work and witness, to shift the burden on to His broad shoulders.  The Christian life is not a grim, determined fight in which we summon all our physical resources, but a life in which we learn to let God take the strain.

What has God promised?  Psalm 55:22

How has this been made possible?  Isaiah 53:4

What is Christ's invitation to us?  Matthew 11:28-30

Where can we turn if we are in trouble?  Psalm 46:1

Who is our strength?  Psalm 28:7; Isaiah 41:10

How does Christian joy help us?  Nehemiah 8:10

How should we deal with anxiety?  1 Peter 5:7

Can we really fully lean on God?  Isaiah 40:28-31

A man was observed to be climbing a palm tree to pick its fruit.  The storyteller said, "If this young man climbs the tree by sheer strength, then when he gets to the top he will be exhausted.  Notice how he has woven the strands of a vine to form a strong rope which fits around him and helps him as he climbs.  As he leans his weight against the rope, he can climb the tree in safety, gather the fruit, and come back down without being exhausted.  He can only do this as he remembers to lean his full weight back on the rope. That rope is Jesus!  Are you willing to let Him take the strain?
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DOWN BUT NOT OUT!

The apostle Paul had found the secret of how to deal with his difficulties.  Paul recognised that because of his relationship to Jesus Christ, God would never allow any situation to come his way unless it could further God's purposes and interests.

How did Paul describe his Christian experience?  2 Corinthians 4:1-14

How did Paul relate to difficulties?  2 Corinthians 12:1-10

What gives us hope?  Proverbs 2:8

Why can we have confidence?  2 Timothy 4:18

Why should we not fear?  Psalm 3:6

Where is the best place to put our trust?  Psalm 20:7

How should we react if we're facing death itself?  Psalm 23:4

What if even war breaks out against us?  Psalm 27:3

What if the whole earth is breaking up?  Psalm 46:2

Need we be afraid?  Isaiah 12:2

What if all our resources run out?  Habakkuk 3:17,18

Whatever problems you may be facing today, and however pressing they may appear, remember that because you are God's child, He will shield you from the "knock-out blows" which fly at you from all directions.  That same God who took a cross and used it to become the greatest message the world has ever known, is the One who is standing at your side this very day.  So go out and face your problems, knowing that nothing can overcome you if you belong to Jesus Christ.
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EVERY DISCIPLE AN AMBASSADOR

An ambassador is someone who represents his king in a foreign land and the task of sharing Jesus with those you come in contact with day by day is all part of your task as Christ's ambassador.  Your King is in heaven, but He has a great interest in the men and women and young people on this earth.

What is our main message as ambassadors?  2 Corinthians 5:20

What compels us to do this?  2 Corinthians 5:14,15

What has God committed us to do?  2 Corinthians 5:18,19

What else are God's followers called?  Isaiah 43:12

What do witnesses do?  Luke 1:1,2; 24:46-48; Acts 1:22

What gives a witness credibility?  2 Peter 1:16

It isn't east to represent Jesus to this hostile world - what is the secret of telling others? Jeremiah 4:1-10; Acts 1:8

What should be our constant attitude?  1 Peter 3:15

You are an ambassador of the King of Kings.  He has given you letters (The Bible) which are his special instructions for our lives.  Talk to someone today about your great King.
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A SEARCHING TEST
It is not our preaching, teaching, tracts, records, singing, music, or programmes that is going to cause men and women to sit up and take notice, but a manifestation of true love.  One of the clearest tests of discipleship is - love.
What was the "new" command that Jesus gave?  John 13:34

What was one of the reasons he did this?  John 13:35

If we truly love Jesus what will we do?  John 14:23

How important is love?  1 Corinthians 13:1-3

What are the characteristics of love?  1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Is love the greatest attribute?  1 Corinthians 13:13

How serious is our condition if we do not love?  1 John 3:14

If we love God, how will we treat others?  1 John 4:20

What was the prayer of Jesus?  John 17:20,21

As Christians we accept all those who belong to Christ as brothers and sisters and refuse to allow any differences to create barriers such as colour, race or creed.  As we truly love one another others will be led to the foot of the cross.
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RELATIONSHIP-THE KEY
In this study we are going to look at the secret of why so many fail to live really successful lives as disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Christian life is not just a life of obeying certain rules and regulations, but a loving relationship with a Saviour who died on a cross.  There are some who try to live the Christian life by looking at the commandments and attempting to live them out day by day like slaves obeying instructions.  This is not the real Christian experience portrayed for us in the Bible.  Christianity is not just living the good life - it goes deeper than that: it is a loving relationship with God.
What is the first step in finding a relationship with God?  John 3:16

What realization about God's love should come home to us?  Romans 5:8; Ephesians 2:4,5

How do we begin this relationship?  Revelation 3:20

How do we maintain this relationship and what are the results?  John 15:1-16

What was Abraham called?  James 2:23

If we are a friend of God will we fear the judgment?  1 John 4:17,18

Is it possible to know whether or not we have a relationship with Jesus?  1 John 5:10-13

What is the basis of our salvation?  John 17:3

Why will certain people not get to heaven, even though they have done many good, Christian things?  Matthew 7:21-23

What must we do on a daily basis?  Matthew 26:41

If we try to serve Jesus without knowing the power of His love, then the Christian life will become heavy, tiresome and boring.  But, as we respond with thanks and gratitude for His love for us which was demonstrated on the cross of Calvary, then our love for Him will enable us to live for him day by day.  It is always much easier to obey someone you love than someone you don't love.
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LISTENING TO GOD

When you have finished talking to God in your prayer time - take the time to send five minutes waiting quietly before Him, attempting to listen to His voice.  Many people fill every moment of their prayer time by talking non-stop to God.  No real fellowship is possible under such circumstances.  Common courtesy requires that we listen as well as speak.  At first, all you may hear is your own thoughts, or the traffic in the distance, but gradually as you practice you will begin to hear God speak in words that are unmistakable and clear.

What was the experience of the boy Samuel?  1 Samuel 3:1-10

How did Isaiah respond when he heard God speak?  Isaiah 6:1-8

Is it possible to know God's voice?  John 10:1-4

How does God normally speak to us? 1 Kings 19:11,12

Can anyone hear God's voice?  John 12 :28,29 and 2 Peter 1:17,18

What attitude of mind should we have in order to hear God?  Psalm 46:10

How does a morse code operator learn to understand the messages that come through his radio set?  By practice - and the more time you spend before God quietly listening for His voice, the sooner you will recognise it.  If you take the time to listen, God will take time to talk to you.

Story of friends - one lives in London - the other the country.


[image: image17.wmf]
BIBLE STUDY

BE READY FOR BATTLE

We Christians are involved in a war.  There are two orders and two kingdoms in this world - the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan.  Once we become Christians we are involved in a spiritual battle, in which Satan constantly seeks to gain the advantage over us.  How can we remain alert and ready for Satan's attacks?

How does Paul describe the Christian?  2 Timothy 2:3,4

What is this life likened to?  1 Timothy 1:18,19

What are we admonished to do?  1 Timothy 6:12

What is the nature of this battle?  Romans 7:23

How do we actually fight this battle and win?  Ephesians 6:10-18

Are we alone in this war?  John 16:33; Psalm 91:9-12

If we remain firm to the end what will be our reward?  Revelation 3:21

In our fight against sin, our enemy, the devil, is constantly looking for ways in which he can launch an offensive against us and claim back some territory for himself.  As soldiers of the King of Kings we must be constantly on the alert, and ready for battle at any moment.
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SELF-DISCIPLINE

Unless we decide to be disciplined we will never develop what God has put inside us.  God is willing to supply all the power we need in our Christian experience but we have a part to play in it too.  The secret is not to let our body control the mind but for the mind to control the body.
What does the apostle Paul admonish Christians to do?  Romans 12:1,2

How does Jesus admonish us to live?  Matthew 25:1-13

What are some of the areas we need to control?




- temper - Proverbs 16:32




- tongue - James 3:2




- bodily cravings (appetite and sex) - 1 Corinthians 6:12,13



- laziness - Proverbs 6:6-11; Hebrews 6:12

Why is this so important?  Luke 21:34

What is the best way to live to be happy?  Psalm 119:2

To be a disciplined Christian does not mean that we become unnaturally serious and uptight.  It means that the forces of life are harnessed and under control.  Otherwise we get ourselves into trouble, our relationship with God suffers and happinness wanes.
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