BIBLE STUDY

ORIGIN OF EVIL

Most of us lead an enjoyable and fulfilling life, but there are many on this planet who suffer.  Many are located in parts of the world where wars are raging and life is constantly under threat. Some are victims of crime and many die in accidents.  Even for those of us who have no such problems, life is no bowl of cherries, all of us have our fair share of problems and heartaches.  Why is this so?  If God exists, then why is He allowing these terrible things to happen.  Thankfully, the Bible provides us with the answer.

1. Origin

Does God have an enemy?  Matthew 13:24-28;36-43

Who is this enemy?  Ezekiel 28:12-17

What did he want to do?  Isaiah 14:12-14

What happened to Lucifer in heaven?  Revelation 12:7-9

2. Effect on Man

Did God make the world perfect?  Genesis 1:27-31

Why is it not perfect now?  Genesis 3:1-7

3. Results

What has happened to mans relationship to God?  Isaiah 59:1,2

What is the result of this?  Romans 6:23

What has become of mans nature?  Jeremiah 17:9

Has everyone been affected?  Romans 5:12

4. Remedy

Has God provided a solution to this problem?  John 3:16

5. Everlasting Peace

Does Jesus help us now?  Isaiah 41:13

What is eventually going to happen to Satan?  Ezekiel 28:17,18

What is God planning for our future?  Revelation 21:1-5

Will evil arise again?  Nahum 1:9

What a wonderful thought - that this earth is going to be restored to its original beauty in Eden.  I want to be a part of this - how about you?  

BIBLE STUDY

TITHE

In this world it seems that everybody is after the same thing - money!  If you don't believe that, just witness the queues for lottery tickets every week.  Money can be obtained in many ways - some work hard for it, others lie, cheat or steal.  God wants us to obtain and use money in the right way and He has instituted a plan to help us stop being selfish with money.  This plan is found in the Bible.

1. Ownership of the World
How much of the world belongs to the Lord?  Psalms 24:1

To whom does the land belong to?  Leviticus 25:23

What about the animals?  Psalms 50:10,12

What about the silver and gold?  Haggai 2:8

Where does the money we obtain come from?  Deuteronomy 8:18

2. The Tithe
Of all that God gives us, how much does He claim as His own?  Leviticus 27:30,32

Did Jesus teach tithepaying?  Matthew 23:23

For what purpose should the tithe be used for?  Numbers 18:20,21; 1 Corinthians 9:13,14

3. Blessings and Curses

If we choose not to pay tithe, what are we doing to God?  Malachi 3:8,9

What does God promise if we faithfully pay the tithe and offerings?  Malachi 3:10

What a marvelous plan the Lord has instituted for the human race.  He knows that we are naturally inclined to be selfish, so in His great love and mercy He has given us this system to follow.  Do you see the benefits and is it your purpose to do God's will in this matter?
BIBLE STUDY

SALVATION

There are many different ideas and teachings about salvation.  Many say there are many roads to God.  The Scriptures outline only one.

1. Nature of Man

What is the nature of man?  Romans 3:23

What is his heart like?  Jeremiah 17:9
2. Nature of God
What is God's nature?  1 John 4:8

3. The Free Gift
How can we obtain eternal life?  Romans 6:23
Is there something we must do to obtain it?  Ephesians 2:8,9

4. Solution

What did Christ do to save us?  John 3:16

Is He the only one who can save us?  Acts 4:12

5. Faith

Is faith merely believing?  James 2:19

What is true faith?  Acts 16:31

If we have true faith what will we do?  John 14:15

How can Jesus become a friend?  Revelation 3:20

Can we be certain of salvation?  1 John 5:11-13
If you were locked in a prison cell and there was only one key that could get you out would it be any use trying other keys?  Only one key can let you out and so you must have that one.  Jesus has the key to salvation, no other will do - are you willing to take His key today?
BIBLE STUDY

BAPTISM

It is a marvellous thing to become a Christian - to be on God's side!  God has made a provision whereby we can make a public confession of our faith.  We take this step when we have decided that we want to follow Jesus and do what He wants us to do.

1. Necessity of baptism.
What did Jesus tell His followers to do?  Matthew 28:19,20

Is it necessary to be baptized in order to be saved?  Mark 16:16

What must have happened in our lives before we are baptized?  Acts 2:38

2. Mode of baptism

How was Jesus baptized?  Mark 1:9,10

Should we follow Christ's example?  1 Peter 2:21

Did John the Baptist simply sprinkle water on the forehead?  John 3:23

How did Phillip baptize the eunuch?  Acts 8:38

3. Meaning of Baptism

What does this rite actually mean?  Romans 6:3,4

What do we receive at baptism?  Acts 2:38

Who do we clothe ourselves with?  Galatians 3:26,27

How should we then live?  1 John 2:6

What are we baptized into?  1 Corinthians 12:13

When we are baptized we are baptized into fellowship with fellow believers.  In the Bible those who were baptized joined their local group of believers so that they could utilize their spiritual gifts for the advancement of God's kingdom.  Is it your wish to become a follower of Jesus and join your local Seventh-day Adventist Church?  

BIBLE STUDY

THE TRINITY

There is some confusion in the Christian world today over the roles and natures of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Some people believe that only the Father is God and that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are created beings.  Others believe that all are God and make up the one Godhead. The Bible is the only place we can turn to find out the truth about this matter. 

1. God

How many gods are there?  Deuteronomy 6:4

Who alone is immortal?  1 Timothy 6:14-16

2. Jesus

Who is Jesus?  John 1:1,2,14

Jesus has been with God since the beginning - therefore He is immortal - therefore He is God

Through whom was the world created?  John 1:3; Colossians 1:13-17

Does the Bible call Jesus God?  Hebrews 1:2,3,8

Does Jesus Himself claim to be God?  John 8:58; Exodus 3:14

Only God can forgive sin - can Jesus?  Matthew 9:1-8

3. The Holy Spirit

Is the Spirit immortal?  Hebrews 9:14

Only God is immortal, therefore the Spirit must be God

Can the Spirit create?  Job 33:4

Only God is all knowing and can read our thoughts - what about the Holy Spirit?  Psalms 139:7

When Ananias lied to the Holy Spirit who was he also lying to?  Acts 5:3,4

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit share the same characteristics that only God possesses.  They are all immortal, they are all omniscient and they all have the ability to create.  There is therefore one God made up of three co-eternal persons.  This is not easily understood by human reasoning but something that we must accept by faith as the Bible clearly teaches this (see Isaiah 55:8,9).  Are you willing to accept this truth about God?

BIBLE STUDY

THE NEW EARTH

Is heaven a real place?  Some believe that in the after life we shall be on clouds playing harps all day or we will be floating around in spirit form somewhere.  Thankfully the Bible gives us some good insights as to what it will be really like.

1. It Is Real

What has God promised?  2 Peter 3:10-13; Isaiah 65:17

2. Time

When will the new earth be formed and inhabited?  Revelation 21:1-5

3. Description

What will the New Jerusalem look like?  Revelation 21:16-21

What will the inhabitants be doing?  Isaiah 65:21-23

Will there be any animals?  Isaiah 65:25

What will the whole earth look like?  Isaiah 35:1,2; Revelation 22:1-5

Who else will be there?  Matthew 8:11

4. Our Condition

Will we still have physical deformities?  Isaiah 35:3-6

What will our bodies be like?  Philippians 3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:51-54
5. How Do We Get There?

Who does and does not get there?  Revelation 21:6-8; 22:14

What must we do?  John 3:16; Acts 3:19

What is the invitation?  Revelation 22:17  Do you accept?
As we can see, a glorious future awaits us.  Do you plan to be there?  When a person plans to go abroad for a holiday they must make much preparation.  Passports must be up to date, tickets must be secured, accommodation booked, clothes packed etc...  If we plan to spend eternity with Jesus in paradise then we must be willing to do what He says - are you willing?
BIBLE STUDY

ANGER

Many people have a problem with this emotion.  Whether it is the fact that they suffer from a bad temper with uncontrollable emotional outbursts or a simmering resentment or bitterness smoldering inside causing sleeplessness, worry and anxiety.  But anger is not always a negative emotion.  Let's find out what the Bible says on this subject.

1. Positive Anger

Was Jesus ever angry?  Matthew 21:12,13; Mark 3:1-6

Ia anger always a sin?  Psalms 4:4

Anger is not always a negative emotion.  If William Wilberforce had never become angry about the slave trade back in the 1830's then this cruel tyranny may still have been with us today.  It seems that positive anger is a controlled emotion and can channel our energies into taking positive action that may benefit others.

2. Negative Anger

Where does this type of anger lead?  Psalms 37:8

What happens to a quick-tempered person?  Proverbs 14:17

What does a bad-tempered person display?  Proverbs 14:29

What is one definition of a fool?  Ecclesiastes 7:9

Where does anger eventually lead?  Matthew 5:22

3. Cure for Anger

What is the first step we should take if we are angry?  Genesis 4:5,6

What is the second step?  Hebrews 4:13

God knows everything, so just be honest with Him - it's no good trying to hide our negative emotions - that only makes us feel worse.

Forgive those who have made us angry.  Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13

Forgive ourselves for being angry.  1 John 1:9

Deal with anger quickly.  Ephesians 4:26

It isn't easy dealing with anger - in fact of ourselves we cannot do it.  But God has promised He will help us - see Isaiah 41:13.  Gordon Wilson was able to forgive the I.R.A. for blowing up his daughter a day after the event.  When asked how he could do that, he simply replied - "its my faith."  Give your anger to Jesus - let Him deal with it - He can and will if you trust Him.  Are you willing to do this now?

BIBLE STUDY

SECOND COMING

Is the Second Coming of Jesus certain?  Hebrews 9:28

1. The Manner of His Coming.

How glorious will it be?  Matthew 24:27

Will everyone see Him?  Revelation 1:7

Will He be alone?  Matthew 25:31

Will there be any noise?  Matthew 24:31

2.  Signs of His Coming.

Is it possible to know the exact date of His Coming?  Matthew 24:36

Is it possible to know how near it is?  Matthew 24:32,33

Let's now look at these signs.

What are the beginnings?  Matthew 24:7

Knowledge and travel increase  Daniel 12:4

Wickedness in people  2 Timothy 3:1-5

Scoffers  2 Peter 3:3-5

False teachers and prophets  Matthew 24:4,11,23-26 

Gospel going to all the world  Matthew 24:14

3. Purpose of His Coming

Why is Jesus coming?  John 14:1-3

What happens to the dead and living who believe in Christ?  1 Thessalonians 4:15-17

What about those who do not believe?  2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 

4. Being Ready

What must we do to be ready?  John 3:16

If we are faithful what will be our reaction on that great day?  Isaiah 25:9

The Second Coming of Christ is a certain event - it is mentioned in the New Testament over 300 times!  God wants us to accept Him as Personal Saviour now so that we can spend eternity with Him - is this your wish today?

BIBLE STUDY

THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

God does not leave His church without direction.  The Bible is the only rule of faith for the Christian but unfortunately men and women have neglected God's Word and as a result have failed to heed its admonitions.  God in mercy and wisdom has in these last days used a woman as His mouthpiece to lead people back to the Scriptures.  Ellen G. White has been bestowed with the gift of prophecy.

1. The Gift of Prophecy

What are some of the spiritual gifts that God has given to His people? 

Ephesians 4:11-13

One of the gifts is that of a prophet.

Does God wish us to know His purposes?  Amos 3:7

What is one of the identifying marks of God's last-day people?  Revelation 12:17

What is the testimony of Jesus?  Revelation 19:10

2. Tests of a Prophet

How should we regard someone who claims to be a prophet? 

1 Thessalonians 5:20,21

What are the tests to determine whether a prophet is genuine?

                - Their predictions must come to pass  Jeremiah 28:9

                - Their message must not contradict Scripture  Isaiah 8:20

                - Their lifestyle should reflect biblical standards  Matthew 7:15-20

                - They must believe that Jesus became flesh  1 John 4:1-3

Is it good to listen to a true prophet?  2 Chronicles 20:20

Seventh-day Adventists believe that this gift of prophecy promised to the last-day church is evident in the work and teachings of Ellen White.  The work of this woman passes all the Bible tests listed above (a true prophet must pass every test).  Her writings do not take the place of the Bible, but are designed to lead people back to the Scriptures.  Of her own work Ellen White herself stated, "Little heed is given to the Bible and the Lord has given a lesser light to lead men  and women to the greater light."  One of the best ways to find out her authenticity is to actually read her books.  "Steps to Christ", "The Desire of Ages" and "The Great Controversy" are excellent books to start off with.  See your study guide on how to obtain these books.   

BIBLE STUDY

DANIEL 2

We are living at a time of fear and uncertainty.  Many are wondering if this old earth of ours will last much longer.  Some young couples are choosing not to have children because of the state of the world.  The Bible promises a bright new future - let's see what we can discover about the future of this planet.

1. Importance of Prophecy

Is it possible to understand Bible prophecy?  2 Peter 1:19,20

What did Jesus say about Daniel's prophecy?  Matthew 24:15

2. Origin of the Dream

What is the outline of this important prophecy?  Daniel 2:1-35

Why was Nebuchadnezzar troubled?  Daniel 2:1

Who gave this dream to the King?  Daniel 2:28

What was the dream to reveal?  Daniel 2:29

3. The Different Metals on the Statue

Whom did the head of gold represent?  Daniel 2:37,38

What did the silver arms and breast represent?  Daniel 5:28-31

What did the brass thighs symbolize?  Daniel 2:39; 8:20,21

What about the iron legs?  Daniel 2:40

4. History Vindicates Prophecy

What happens to the legs of iron?  Daniel 2:41,42

How would these kingdoms try to strengthen themselves?  Daniel 2:43

5. The Future

What is going to happen in the time of these kings?  Daniel 2:44

What represents this eternal kingdom?  Daniel 2:45

Before this happens what must take place?  Matthew 24:14

This prophecy shows us that the Bible can be absolutely trusted as it predicts history before it happens.  We can therefore have confidence about what it says regarding the future.  Jesus is about to come and a new glorious kingdom is about to be ushered in.  I want to be a part of this bright, new future - what about you?

BIBLE STUDY

THE MILLENNIUM

Many who believe in the second coming of Jesus have different theories about what happens afterwards.  A popular theory today is that 1000 years of peace and prosperity will then ensue on the earth and the whole world will be united and worship God.  What does the Bible say on the matter?

1. Length.

How long will they be in heaven?  Revelation 20:6

2. Activity of the Saved in Heaven

What will they do?  Revelation 20:4

Whose cases will they judge?  1 Corinthians 6:2,3

3. Conditions for Satan

Where will the wicked be during the 1000 years?  Revelation 20:5

What will be the condition of the earth?  Isaiah 24:1-3

Where will Satan be during this time?  Revelation 20:1-3

When will he be set free for a short time?  Revelation 20:3

4. Events After the 1000 Years

What event sets Satan free?  Revelation 20:5,7

What will he then do?  Revelation 20:8

Who will the wicked war against?  Revelation 20:9a

What then happens to the wicked?  Revelation 20:9b

What is then seen?  Revelation 21:1-7

The Millennium is a time when God explains to the saints the reasons as to why He has judged as He has.  Many perplexing questions will then be answered and we will then spend eternity in perfect bliss.  Is it your desire to be there?

BIBLE STUDY

THE WORD OF GOD

In a world filled with confusion, destruction and uncertainty, where society seems to be rejecting the basic laws of humanity, where people are no longer certain as to what they see, hear or read are true - is there anything which has remained unchanged, uncorrupted and has stood the test of time?  Is there anything we can rely upon to give us the truth and a certain happy future?  I believe there is and it is to be found in the Word of God - the Bible.

1. Authorship

How were the Scriptures given?  2 Peter 1:21

Is all Scripture inspired by God?  2 Timothy 3:16

2. Everlasting Message

Are God's words true and are they everlasting?  Psalms 119:160

What did Jesus say about His Word?  Matthew 24:35

What did Peter quote from Isaiah 40:8?  1 Peter 1:24,25

3. Purpose

What is one of the purposes?  Romans 15:4

Do they aid in our salvation?  2 Timothy 3:15

Who do the Scriptures testify about?  John 5:39

4. How to Study

How should we study the Bible?  John 5:39

It is important to interpret it correctly.  2 Timothy 2:15

We should receive it as the words of God Himself.  1 Thessalonians 2:13

Is it important to take heed to the Bible's message?  2 Peter 1:19

Why were the Bereans commended?  Acts 17:11

If we heed the Bible how does it help us?  Psalms 119:11

What if we hear the Bible but fail to carry out its instructions?  Luke 6:46-49

What are the benefits of Bible study?  Psalm 19:7-11

The Bible is God's love letter to us showing us what life is about.  It is a manual for life as is a car manual for a car.  We ignore it at our peril.  Are you willing to spend more time with your Bible - listening to God and then to shape your life accordingly?

BIBLE STUDY

DEATH

There are many different theories regarding life after death.  Some believe in reincarnation whilst others believe that your soul or spirit lives on after death.  Another group of people believe that we die only to be awakened when Christ comes back.  What is the truth according to the Scriptures?  Let's find out!

1. The Nature of Man

How was man created?  Genesis 2:7

What happens when man dies?  Ecclesiastes 12:7

2. The Nature of Death

Is a person conscious after death?  Ecclesiastes 9:5,6

Does life go on after death?  Psalms 146:3,4

Are we conscious of God when we die?  Psalms 6:5

Do human beings have immortality? 1 Timothy 6:15,16

What actually happens at death?  Psalms 13:3; John 11:11-14

3. Receiving Immortality

Is death therefore the end?  John 5:28,29

What happens when Jesus comes?  1 Thessalonians 4:15,16
Will we then receive immortality?  1 Corinthians 15:51-54

Only when does Jesus reward His people?  Revelation 22:12

Imagine that Jim's mother had died.  Jim becomes a criminal - kills someone and eventually ends up insane.  Meanwhile his mother is witnessing this drama in heaven.  Do you think she would be happy?  No.  God in His mercy allows a person to sleep until Jesus comes so that he/she knows nothing more about the sufferings of this world. 

BIBLE STUDY

THE LAW

The Ten Commandments were given to Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 20) - but they were in operation before this. (Genesis 4:7; Exodus 16:8). The Law was given to provide for the happiness of the human race, but sadly they are neglected and as a result we see ruin and destruction in the world today.  Are these commandments still binding and can heeding them today bring happiness?

Is God's law perfect?  Psalms 19:7

1. Eternal Nature of the Law
Should we still obey God's law today?  Psalms 111:7,8

Will God change His law at some stage?  Psalms 89:34

Did Paul think that the Law was abolished?  Romans 3:31

What about Jesus?  Matthew 5:17-19

What distinguishes God's people in the last-days?  Revelation 14:12

2. Importance of the Law

Did Jesus think the commandments important?  Matthew 19:16,17

If we disobey just one of the commandments - that's not too bad - is it?  James 2:10

3. Function of the Law

Can simply trying to keep the Law save us?  Romans 3:20 (1st part)

What then is the function of the law?  Romans 3:20 (2nd part)

How then are we saved? Romans 8:1-4

Once we have accepted Jesus, how do we relate to the law?  1 John 2:3-5

The law is like a mirror.  When we look into a mirror we may see that we have a dirty face.  Can the mirror clean the face?  Of course not!  The mirror only makes us aware that we ought to clean our face.  When we look at the law we realise that our lives are dirty and full of sin - but the law cannot cleanse us.  The law helps us to realise how helpless we are and it drives us to Jesus who is the only one who can cleanse and save us.  Are you willing to go to Jesus right now? 
BIBLE STUDY

THE SABBATH

The Lord has given us a fantastic gift which is sadly neglected today.  Imagine being able to take time off in the week to really get to know God and interact with others such as friends or family on a much deeper level.  In our fast paced society we hardly have time to breathe let alone take stock of our lives!  The Sabbath is the opportunity to do this.  In fact it is so important that it is included in the ten commandments.  God wants us to observe this day for our own good.

1. Origin

When was the Sabbath created?  Genesis 2:1-3

For whom was it made?  Mark 2:27

2. Observance

How does God want us to observe this day?  Exodus 20:8-11

Can we buy or sell?  Nehemiah 13:15-22

What did Jesus do on the Sabbath  Luke 4:16

What else did He do?  Matthew 12:10-12

When does the Sabbath begin and close?  Genesis 1:23,31; 

3. Valid Today?

Did Jesus change the Sabbath to Sunday?  Matthew 5:17-19

Did the disciples observe the seventh-day Sabbath after the crucifixion?  

Luke 23:56, 24:1

Did Paul?  Acts 17:2

Should the seventh-day Sabbath be observed today?  1 John 2:3-6

4. Results of Sabbath Observance

We will know God better.  Ezekiel 20:20

We will find joy and happiness.  Isaiah 58:13,14

The Sabbath is a sign of our loyalty to God.  Many say that it doesn't matter which day you worship - as long as you worship.  But God has specifically stated that we should observe the seventh day as the Sabbath, which is the Saturday.  Remember what God said to King Saul, "it is better to obey than to sacrifice..."  Are you willing to obey God in this matter?

BIBLE STUDY

OBEDIENCE

There are many people today who call themselves Christians, but when Jesus comes He will say to them, "Depart from me, for I never knew you."  Why is this so?  It is because some people attach to themselves the name of Christianity without living up to its requirements.  This study will help us to discover how we can become true Christians.

1. Importance of Obedience

If we love Jesus what will we do?  John 14:15

Is obedience important to our eternal life?  Hebrews 5:9

What is more important to God, obedience or sacrifice?  1 Samuel 15:22

Is it more important to obey God or man first?  Acts 5:29

2. Power to Obey

Is it possible to obey by ourselves?  John 15:5

Who helps us to obey?  Philippians 2:12,13

What did Paul realise?  Philippians 4:13

3. Results of Obedience

Where does obedience/disobedience lead to?  Deuteronomy 11:26-28

Whom do we receive into our lives if we choose to be obedient?  Acts 5:32

What will be the ultimate result?  Revelation 22:14

How are the saints distinguished at the end of time?  Revelation 14:12

The Hymn says, "Trust and obey, Trust and obey, there is no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey."  How true those words are!  If we choose not to obey Jesus then we will be leading a double life and be filled with guilt.  God wants us to obey because He wants us to be happy.  We were made to follow God, our Creator and Redeemer.  Happy are those who find this secret in life.  Do you want to obey Jesus fully?

BIBLE STUDY

PRAYER

When we have accepted Jesus as our friend and Saviour, how can we ensure that our relationship with Him will continue?  How can we ensure that we do not lose contact with Him?  In order to develop a relationship with an earthly friend, or even husband or wife, we need to talk with them on a regular basis.  Prayer is all about maintaining our relationship to God.

1. Definition

What is prayer?  Psalms 62:8

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend.

2. The Desire of God for us to Pray
What was the practice of Jesus?  Luke 6:12

What did the Apostle Paul teach?  Ephesians 6:18

3. Purpose of Prayer

What is the main purpose?  Ephesians 3:16-19

4. Our Attitude

What is the basis for answered prayer?  John 15:7

What should be our attitude when asking things from God?  Luke 22:42

Is it important to be humble?  2 Chronicles 7:14

Is obedience important?  1 John 3:22

How important is faith?  Mark 11:24

What about a life right with God?  James 5:16

Are there instances when God will not hear our prayers?

                                                 - Secret sin - Psalms 66:18

                                                 - Self-indulgence  James 4:3

                                                 - Doubt  James 1:6,7

                                                 - Lack of forgiveness  Mark 11:25,26

4. Types of Prayer

Personal petition  Ezra 8:23

Intercession for others.  Luke 22:32; 1 Timothy 2:1-4

Giving thanks - often neglected!  Colossians 3:15-17

Praise.  Psalms 150

How often should we pray?  1 Thessalonians 5:17

 BIBLE STUDY

THE HOLY SPIRIT

Everyone needs someone to guide them through life.  Children need their parents and students need their teachers.  In order to be led by God and to receive eternal life, we need the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

1. Who He Is
Is the Holy Spirit a power or person?  Ephesians 4:30

Where does He come from?  Matthew 3:16

How else is He described?  John 15:26

2. Function

What does He convict us of?  John 16:7,8

What does He teach us?  John 14:26

What else does He do?  John 16:13,14

Does He help us with our praying?  Romans 8:26,27

With what does He fill our hearts?  Romans 5:5

3. Receiving Him

Do we need to ask for the Holy Spirit?  Psalms 51:10-12

How do we know that we are being guided by the Spirit?  John 3:8
4. Results in Our Lives

Can we enter the kingdom of God without the Holy Spirit?  John 3:3-6

How are we described if we follow the Spirit?  Romans 8:13,14

What will ultimately happen to those filled with the Spirit?  Romans 8:11

Without the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead, no-one would come to Christ or even be remotely interested in God or eternal things.  God gives us His Spirit out of mercy and love and wishes us to respond to His promptings.  Are you willing to do this today?

BIBLE STUDY

THE JUDGMENT

For many people the concept of judgment seems frightening.  Pictures of courtrooms, wigs, harsh sentences etc... come flooding into the mind.  The fact that there is a judgment in heaven causes concern and apprehension with many.  Many faces turn pale when they realise that God sees every action and reads the heart.  But we shall see that if we have accepted Jesus as our personal Saviour and friend, there is in fact nothing to fear!

1. Time of Judgment

Does it occur before or after the Second Coming?  Revelation 22:12

What does the Bible say about the judgment in context of God's last message to the world?  Revelation 14:6,7

Was the judgment a future event in Jesus' day?  Matthew 12:36

What about in the Apostle Paul's day?  Acts 24:25

What sort of time in the history of the world did the judgment commence? 

Daniel 7:7-14

2. Nature of the Judgment

What does God look at in our lives?  Ecclesiastes 12:13,14

Is there anything we can hide from God?  Hebrews 4:13

Is everyone going to be judged?  2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:12

What is the basis of our judgment?  Revelation 20:12

3. Aquitted!

How can we ensure that judgment will be in our favour?  Acts 3:19

What if we overcome sin in our lives?  Revelation 3:5

How do we overcome?  Romans 8:1

What is Jesus doing now to help us?  Hebrews 7:24,25

If we stay with Jesus, what will be the outcome?  Daniel 7:22; 1 John 4:17,18

The judgment is not really a frightening event.  Of ourselves we could never atone for all the wrong we have committed in our lives - but praise God, Jesus has atoned for us - and not only that He is now working as our High Priest to forgive us if we come to Him claiming His forgiveness.  If Jesus is our friend then judgment will be in our favour.  Do you want Jesus as your friend today?

BIBLE STUDY

HEALTHY LIVING

Our bodies are one of the greatest marvels of God's creation.  They are made up of millions of cells, each with their own function.  The fact that the heart beats throughout a lifetime is a miracle in itself!  It is obvious that our bodies are pieces of delicate machinery and should be well looked after.  The Bible has indicated how we can do this.

1. We are not our own!

To whom do our bodies belong?  1 Corinthians 6:19,20

So how should we eat and drink?  1 Corinthians 10:31

How does God wish us to regard our bodies?  Romans 12:1

Is discipline important?  1 Corinthians 9:25-27

2. You are what you eat!

What was the original diet of man?  Genesis 1:29

After the curse of sin, what food was permitted?  Genesis 3:17,18

After the flood, what food was permitted?  Genesis 9:3

What types of food did God prohibit the use of?  Deuteronomy 14:7-10

(see also Leviticus 11)

How did a flesh diet affect the lifespan of mankind?  Genesis 9:29; 11:32

How should we regard alcohol?  Proverbs 23:29-32

What else is harmful?  Tea, Coffee, Tobacco, Drugs, lack of exercise

3. You reap what you sow!

Why does God want us to be healthy?  Exodus 15:26; 20:13

What if we disregard this advice?  1 Corinthians 3:16,17

Is it possible to change bad health habits?  Phillipians 4:13

For those of us who own a car, how carefully we treat them to keep them in top condition.  We make sure we put in the right brand of petrol and oil, clean it regularly, have it serviced etc...  We do this because we want it to keep running and at its optimum level.  Do we treat our bodies in the same way? 
BIBLE STUDY

REMEMBERING OUR LORD

The Lord Jesus has done so much for us.  He lived on this earth despised and rejected by most people and yet He lived a sinless life.  He was hung on the cross by those who despised Him, the physical suffering being almost unbearable.  But more than that Christ was in agony on the cross because He was separated from His Father and at one point felt eternally separated.  Jesus tasted eternal death for us and how grateful we are for this.  Jesus has instituted a service which brings these things vividly back to the mind.

1. The Ordinance of Humility

In what state of mind were the disciples at the last supper?  Luke 22:24

How did Jesus respond to this?  Luke 22:25,26

What was Christ's example?  Luke 22:27

What practical act did Jesus carry out?  John 13:4,5

What did foot-washing signify to Jesus?  John 13:6-8

Does Jesus expect us to follow this example today?  John 13:13-15

What is the result of observing this rite?  John 13:17

Baptism symbolises the birth of a new man into Christ Jesus.  Foot-washing symbolises a cleansing from sin and a desire for inner cleansing.  It also demonstrates that we are willing to serve others and think them better than ourselves.

2. Communion

What does the eating of the bread and the drinking of the wine commemerate?  Matthew 26:26-28

Should we practice this today?  1 Corinthians 11:23-25

What are we expressing as we partake of this ordinance?  1 Corinthians 11:26

Can anybody partake of this service?  1 Corinthians 11:27

How should a person prepare for this service?  1 Corinthians 11:28,29

In the Seventh-day Adventist church, we practice "open communion"  which means that you do not have to be a member of the church to take part.  If you believe that Jesus died for you and you want to follow Him all the way then you will not be eating or drinking in an unworthy manner.  This service helps to imprint on our minds more clearly what Jesus did for us.  Are you willing to give Him your life?

BIBLE STUDY

THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

There are so many Christian denominations today.  Which church should we join?  Paul tells us that God is not a God of confusion and therefore it seems clear that God would have a church that is telling the truth about Him, that is following His Word.  Is there a church following the Bible completely today?  If so can it be identified?  I believe that the Bible has the answer.

1. Jesus' Relation to the Church

Who is the head of the Church?  Colossians 1:18

Who is the true foundation of the church?  Ephesians 2:19-21

How many churches does Christ want?  John 10:16

What did the Apostle Paul think on this issue?  1 Corinthians 12:12,13

What has Jesus commanded the church to do?  Matthew 28:19,20

2. Identifying Marks

What distinguishes God's true people?  Revelation 14:12

What experience will this church go through?  Revelation 12:17

What is the testimony of Jesus Christ?  Revelation 19:10

What is the special message that this church is giving to the world today? 

Revelation 14:6-12

What message is being given to those in false religious systems?  Revelation 18:4

What is this church waiting for?  Isaiah 25:9

The only church which observes all of God's commandments, including the fourth, which enjoins us to keep the seventh-day Sabbath holy, believes Christ is its only head, is awaiting the soon return of Christ, is preaching the three angels messages which also tells us that judgment has already begun, has the spirit of prophecy, believes in the Bible as the only rule of faith and believes in salvation by faith only is the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the Lord is calling men and women now to be a part of His true church to issue a warning to a dying world and help usher in the return of Jesus - what is your response?

BIBLE STUDY

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE
There are some people today who believe that it is not necessary to attend or become a member of a church as long as they pray and study their Bibles.  Is this true and is God happy with this response?

1. Church Membership Important

What is Jesus the head of?  Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 5:23

What happened to the first believers?  Acts 2:40-47

How is growth in the Christian life achieved?  John 15:5

What vital element does walking in the light include?  1 John 1:7

2. Demonstration of Unity

Why does Jesus want His people to meet together?  John 17:20,21

Why was the early church so effective in its mission?  Acts 4:32,33

3. Provides Spiritual Strength

In what ways does fellowship with fellow believers help us?  Hebrews 10:24,25

Does church attendance help us to know God?  Ephesians 4:11-16

How important was a church gathering for Peter?  Acts 12:1-19

4. Examples of Church Attendance

Did Jesus attend church when He was on earth?  Luke 4:16

Should we follow Jesus' example?  1 Peter 2:21

What the apostle Paul's custom?  Acts 17:2

What did Peter and John do?  Acts 3:1

How were the early believers organised?  1 Corinthians 16:19

5. Benefits of Church Membership

What does Jesus do for His Church?  Ephesians 5:25-27

The Christian life is made up of four important components and all must be operational in order for faith to remain strong.  They are, Bible Study; Prayer; Witnessing and Worship/Fellowship.  As we practice each of these they strengthen and enhance each other.  Take one component out and its a bit like driving a car with three wheels!  The Lord wants us to be part of His flock (John 10:16) - are you willing to hear and heed His call? 

BIBLE STUDY

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY
There is much unhappiness in the world today because people have forgotten to follow God's guidelines regarding marriage.  Because God loves us he wants the very best for us and has given important instruction to us in His Word on this subject.

1. Origin.

Adam was created in perfection - but what was lacking?  Genesis 2:18-20

So what did God do?  Genesis 2:21-23

What was the result?  Genesis 2:24

2. Definitions.

What is marriage?


- two people become one flesh - Genesis 2:24


- a covenant/promise - Malachi 2:13,14


- reflects Christ's relationship to His church - Ephesians 5:25

3. Effect of Sin.
SELF-INTEREST INTRUDED WHERE PERFECT LOVE AND UNITY ONCE REIGNED.

Polygamy - Malachi 2:15

Adultery - Exodus 20:14

Divorce - Malachi 2:16; Matthew 19:6-9

Fornication (voluntary sexual intercourse between unmarried persons) -                       1 Corinthians 6:9,10

Homosexuality - see above text

Incest - 1 Corinthians 5:1,2

What is God's will for us in these matters?  1 Thessalonians 4:3; 1 Corinthians 6:18

Why?  Revelation 22:14,15
3. The Family

What is God's ideal for family members?  Colossians 3:18-21

How should husband and wife relate to each other? Ephesians 5:22-33; 1Peter 3:1-7

While many forces are seeking today to destroy the family, God's call is to a reuniting, a resolidifying, a turning and restoration.  Those families which respond to His call will have a strength that will reveal real Christianity and will be a power of good in the world.  Are you willing to live God's way?
BIBLE STUDY

THE CHRISTIAN LIFESTYLE

A Christian wants to live the right way because he is grateful for the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.  A Christian will always endeavour to live as Jesus would live if He were on this earth today.  We have seen that one way to honour God is by staying as healthy as possible.  What else will be seen in our lives?

1. The Christian and the World

How should a Christian try to live?  Romans 12:1,2

How will he relate to the world?  1 John 2:15-17

2. Practical  Application

What should be the guideline in everything the Christian does, watches or listens to?  Philippians 4:8

Is it right to do something just because it feels good?  Romans 13:14; 1 Peter 2:11

3. Inner Beauty more important than Outward Forms

What should guide us in our dress?  Matthew 6:25-33

We should base our choice of clothing on the principles of simplicity, modesty, practicality, health and attractiveness.

What does the Bible say about the world's love of display and vanity?  1 Peter 3:1-4

What is Timothy's advice?  1 Timothy 2:9,10

Does too much attention with the way we look bring us closer to God?  Jeremiah 4:30

Our bodies were made by God and the more we try to change them we are saying to God that we don't like that which we have been given and betrays an unsurrendered heart.

4. Benefits of Christian Living

When a person accepts Jesus what happens?  2 Corinthians 5:17

What is seen in their lives?  Galatians 5:22-24

Whose attitude should they begin to adopt?  Philippians 2:5

Whatever and wherever a Christian goes, whatever he dresses like, watches or listens to he should always ask himself, "would Jesus do this?"

What is the greatest benefit of doing what God says?  Psalm 1 
BIBLE STUDY

WORRY

Many people do not enjoy life to the full because of worry and anxiety.  Some cannot sleep and take pills to help them relax.  In our fast moving age this is a common problem.  The Bible teaches that worry is the opposite of faith.

1. Results of Anxiety.

How does worry affect our faith?  Matthew 13:22

Is worry and anxiety worth it?  Psalms 39:6

How can anxiety affect our temperament?  Luke 10:40

Can worry affect our salvation?  Luke 21:34

What does anxiety tell us about our relationship to God?  Matthew 6:31,32

2. Remedy.
What is the first step we can take to help us?  Matthew 6:33

How can we find rest and peace?  Matthew 11:28-30

Can prayer help us?  Philippians 4:6,7

How much of our anxieties can we take to God?  1 Peter 5:7

3. Results

What is the result of trusting in God?  Isaiah 26:3

Is it good to pay attention to God in this matter?  Isaiah 48:18

Who has peace?  Psalms 119:165

What is the best way to know God?  Psalms 46:10

4. Jesus

Who alone can give us this peace?  John 14:27

What does Jesus promise us?  John 16:33

Trust in God banishes fear and anxiety.  Many suffer because they fail to place God first in their lives and that peace which passes all understanding escapes them.  God wants to take away your worry and anxiety - will you let Him?
BIBLE STUDY

THE 2300 DAYS

In a previous study it was discovered that the judgment had already begun.  In this study we will find out the exact year when that event took place.  In the process of that discovery we will also see that the first coming of Jesus as a human being on this earth was also pinpointed with absolute accuracy!  Truly, the Bible can be trusted!

1. The Cleansing of the Sanctuary

When will the sanctuary be cleansed or recons crated?  Daniel 8:14

What is the sanctuary?  Hebrews 8:1-6

What was contained in the earthly sanctuary?  Hebrews 9:1-5

How do the earthly and heavenly sanctuaries parallel each other?  Hebrews 9:23-25

When was the earthly sanctuary cleansed?  Leviticus 16:34  (read whole of chapter for background).  The Day of Atonement was a day of judgment.

2. Year/Day Principle

What do days represent in Bible prophecy?  Ezekiel 4:6; Numbers 14:34

The 2300 days are therefore years as it is a prophecy.

3. The 2300 Day Prophecy

When does this prophecy begin?  Daniel 9:25
In which year did this happen?  457 BC
How many "weeks" or "sevens" were decreed for Daniel's people?  Daniel 9:24

When will the "Anointed One" come?  Daniel 9:25

What will happen to the "Anointed One" after 62 "weeks" or "sevens"?  Daniel 9:26

What happens in the middle of the "week" or "seven" in which He confirms a covenant with many?  Daniel 9:27

What year do the 70 "weeks" reach to?  34 AD

How much of the 2300 years remain?  1810 years

So in which year is the heavenly sanctuary cleansed?  1844
Therefore 1844 marks the time when judgment began.

What an amazing time prophecy!  Fulfilled to the very year.  God has given us this prophecy to help us realise that He has everything in control and that He can be trusted.  God knows the future - do you want to put your life in His hands?

BIBLE STUDY

CREATION

In today's world the concept of a Creator who began the universe is seen as a quaint idea.  Everyone knows that the world was formed from a "big bang" and life has been evolving ever since.  Most schools teach the evolution theory as though it is fact.  But what is the Bible record?

1. God is Creator

Who made us?  Psalms 95:6; 100:2,3
What about the rest of matter?  Exodus 20:11

Did God's creation take place over a long period of time? Genesis 1; Psalms 33:6,9

2. Evolution v Creation

Darwin claimed that variations in the same species proved evolution.  Is this the case?  Genesis 1:24,25

Evolutionists claim that Genesis 1 is not a literal record of creation - but describes a process of millions of years.  Is this true?

The Hebrew word "yom" = day.  When precede by a number it has a literal meaning e.g. Genesis 7:11; Exodus 16:1.  This occurs in Genesis 1.

3. Popularity of Evolution

What happens to our minds if we reject God?  Romans 1:21,22,28

Does the Bible predict that evolutionists would exist in the last days?  2 Peter 3:3-7

4. Last Day Message

What message are God's people proclaiming today?  Revelation 14:6,7

Evolutionists teach that mankind is slowly advancing and improving, which is the opposite message of the Bible.  Creationists state that mankind was one time in a perfect state, but then sinned and has been degenerating since then.  Hence the need for a Saviour - Jesus Christ.  What do you believe?

BIBLE STUDY

THE MARK OF THE BEAST AND SEAL OF GOD

As we near the end of this world's history, eternal destinies of all are being decided.  When Jesus comes there will be two classes of people - the righteous and the wicked.  The righteous living will receive the seal of God and the wicked will receive the mark of the beast.

1. The Seal of God
What is a seal?  1 Kings 21:8

What will happen to God's people before this world ends?  Revelation 7:1-3

How are God's people sealed?  Ephesians 4:30

What is the outward sign of this seal?  Exodus 20:8-11

On a King's or government official's seal there are three things:  his name, title and territory under his jurisdiction.  The fourth commandment contains these facets - God's name - God, His title - Lord, His territory - heaven and earth.
How is the Sabbath special?  Exodus 31:16,17; Ezekiel 20:12,20

In receiving God's seal whom will we be like?  Revelation 14:1

What is the Father's name?  Exodus 34:5-7

How will the seal of God protect His people?  Ezekiel 9:1-6

2. The Mark of the Beast

Who receives this?  Revelation 13:8

How do they receive it?  Revelation 13:16

What will be their initial experience?  Revelation 13:17

What will happen to them at the end?  Revelation 14:9,10

Who is this beast power?  Revelation 13:18

3. God's Faithful People
What will be their experience?  Revelation 12:17

What will they not be able to do?  Revelation 13:17
What will they need during this difficult time?  Revelation 14:12

What distinguishes God's people at this time?  Acts 5:29

What promise does God give His people for this time?  Psalms 91:9,10,14-16

The beast power is Satan, but he works through human agents and systems to achieve his designs.  The Papacy is an institution set up by the devil to confuse and lead men away from God.  The Catholic Church boast that they have changed the day of worship from Saturday to the Sunday and therefore Sunday worship is the outward sign of the mark of the beast.  What is our choice today - to follow God or man?  May God help us to make the right choice.

BIBLE STUDY

HE WHO HESITATES IS LOST!

It is important that as soon as we have come to a knowledge of what Jesus wants us to do that we act upon it as soon as possible.  If we continue going our own way then in effect we are saying no to God and we are in danger of losing our salvation.

1. Indecision

Where are many people today?  Joel 3:14

Does God want us to stay there?  1 Kings 18:21

What prevents people from fully serving God?  2 Chronicles 20:33

What valuable commodity stops many people?  Luke 16:13

What is our status if we are not fully with Jesus?  Matthew 12:30

Why did Lot's wife change into a pillar of salt?  Genesis 19:26

What did Jesus say about looking back?  Luke 9:62

2. Being Decisive

What positive action can we take?  James 4:8

What was Joshua's example?  Joshua 24:14,15

What is the result of doing what Jesus says?  James 1:23-25

What happens when we honour God?  1 Samuel 2:30

How soon should we respond?  2 Corinthians 6:2

A young woman, after realising what the Bible was saying about following Jesus, which involved observing His law - including the seventh day Sabbath, studying the Bible and praying, attending church regularly, being baptised etc... was not sure if she could do this - she enjoyed life now - and she felt there was too much to give up.  The very next day this woman was run over by a bus and killed.  In light of what you have learned in this study, do you think she will have eternal life?  As you contemplate becoming a Christian - how will you respond?

BIBLE STUDY

ANGELS

The Christian life is a rewarding and fulfilling one, but it has its difficulties because of the attacks of our adversary, Satan.  But God has made provision for the protection of his children.
1. Nature

What beings surround the throne of God?  Revelation 5:11

How did angels come into existence?  Colossians 1:16

Are angels a higher order of being than man?  Hebrews 2:6,7

What of their appearance?  Isaiah 6:1,2; Ezekiel 10:12

2. Sightings

Saving Lot by leading him out of Sodom.  Genesis 19:15-17

Protecting Daniel from the lions.  Daniel 6:22

Strengthening Jesus after the temptations of the devil.  Matthew 4:11

Directing Phillip.  Acts 8:26

3. Function

What are they sent from heaven to do?  Hebrews 1:14

Who are they obeying by doing this?  Psalms 103:20

Are they able to deliver God's people?  Psalms 34:7

Is there such a thing as a guardian angel?  Matthew 18:10

An old woman lived alone in the Swiss Alps.  One winter was particularly bad and she was completely cut off from all civilization.  Her food supply became depleted and her firewood gave out.  She was cold and hungry.  The very next day there was a knock at the door and a young man entered with some firewood and a sack of potatoes.  He didn't say a word, but proceeded to light the fire.  The woman, astonished, believed that he was an angel and asked him if this were so.  The man just smiled and quietly left.  After he had gone the old lady looked outside - there were no footprints in the snow.

My friend Debbie crossed the road and a truck was approaching her head on.  Someone pushed her out of the way just in time.  When she looked to see who it was, nobody was in sight.

BIBLE STUDY

ONCE SAVED ALWAYS SAVED?

Some Christians believe that once a person has accepted Jesus into their life that it is impossible for them to fall away and lose eternal life.  Is this a biblical teaching?

1. Remaining Steadfast.

What are Christians exhorted to do with the gospel?  1 Corinthians 15:1,2

Can a Christian be moved from the hope of the gospel?  Colossians 1:21-23

What was the experience of Demas?  Philemon 24; Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:10

Can a righteous man turn away from God?  Ezekiel 18:24

2. Causes of Falling Away

What can cause a person to lose faith?  2 Peter 3:17

Can a believer revert to a sinful, unbelieving heart?  Hebrews 3:12

What is going to happen in the last days?  1 Timothy 4:1

Can pride cause us to fall?  1 Corinthians 10:12

3. Results of Backsliding

If a person turns away from God, what is their condition?  2 Peter 2:20-22

What process takes place according to Jesus?  Luke 11:24-26

What does a person turn back to?  Galatians 4:9

Will God be pleased with a person who backslides?  Hebrews 10:26,27,38

What happens to a person's faith?  1 Timothy 1:18,19

What will they lose?  1 Corinthians 9:25-27; Revelation 3:5

If a name can be removed from the Book of life, then it is possible for someone to accept and then reject Christ.

The Bible is clear that a person can become a Christian and then reject Jesus later and therefore forfeit eternity.  This makes sense as God will never violate our freedom of choice.  It is important for the Christian to continue submitting to Christ daily so that He will always know Him - and to know Him is life eternal (John 17:3).

BIBLE STUDY

IDOLATRY

God wants us to serve Him with an undivided heart and to have nothing in our lives more important than Him - to do so is idolatry.  Let's see what the Bible has to say about this.

1. Definition

What is an idol?  Deuteronomy 4:28; Psalm 115:4

What was the Rich Young Ruler's idol?  Luke 18:18-30

What else can be classified as an idol?  Matthew 10:37-39

Idols assume many forms.  Self can be an idol.  Possessions can be an idol.  People can be an idol. Anything that becomes a centre of love and attention - love and attention greater than that which we give to God - is an idol.  Anything or anyone we treat as the object of our absolute loyalty and love takes the place of God.

2. Forbidden

What is the second commandment?  Exodus 20:4

What else is said?  Leviticus 26:1

What does the apostle John admonish us to do?  1 John 5:21

What does Paul call people caught up in idolatry?  Romans 1:22,23

3. Results

What do those who cling to worthless idols lose?  Jonah 2:8

What will they ultimately lose?  Luke 9:57-62

If we are not fully committed to Christ what is our status?  Matthew 12:30

One of the devil's tricks is to get us to believe that because we do not bow down to idols of wood and stone we are free from idolatry.  But idolatry is much broader than that as we have seen.  John Calvin saw the human heart as a relentlessly efficient factory for producing idols.  Can you say today that you want to be free from any form of idolatry and enthrone Christ as the number 1 in your life?
