Visiting Contacts
Terry Messenger
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Why Visit?

“Teaching the scriptures in families – this is the work of an evangelist – and this work is to be united with preaching.  If it is omitted the preaching will be to a great extent a failure.”  Ev 441
Jesus commanded it. Matt 28:19,20

God needs us to finish the work

Compassion

Personal – can get close to the people

Questions can be answered more directly

Direct correlation between visitation and church growth

“This house-to-house labour, searching for souls, hunting for the lost sheep, is the most essential work that can be done.” Ev 431
Organizing

Territory

Teams

Two by Two
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Identity badges
Skills Required

Good listener

Reflect back

Ask open-ended questions

Answer questions quickly and simply

Never debate or argue

Cheerful countenance
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Observe
Types of contact

Visitor to church

Relative

Work colleague

Friend

Backslider

Attender of evangelistic series

A person on the verge of making decision for Christ
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Tools Required

Pocket sized Bible
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Steps to Christ

Appropriate tract

Handbill (if required)

Map – or Sat Nav!

Torch

Diary

Before the Visit

Ensure you know the name

Decide who will speak

Use the pathway  and shut the gate

Note type of neighbourhood

Note if toys in yard

Note if car in driveway

If someone is watching smile warmly
On the door-step

Ring the bell and step back

Don’t talk if someone is with you

Look in the direction of the door 

When the door opens smile warmly

Step back a little and begin to speak

Introduce yourselves and state you are visiting only for 5 minutes
In the house

If other people present greet them

Second person take care of distractions e.g. children

Control the conversation

Know how to handle radio/TV

Be attentive

Look for unusual ice-breaker

Discussion Aid

F – Family

O – Occupation

R – Religion

M – Message
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